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Facing Wilson Hall, staring out across the James Madison University 
Quadrangle stands a new building of blue-hued stone and sweep-
ing glass. Though people have barely begun taking their first breaths 
from within its walls, the Forbes Center for the Performing Arts 
already holds the pulse of the 100-year-old campus. For here, dreams 
are made and come to life. This is the clarion call to top performing 
arts students and faculty members, elevating Madison’s reputation to 
national prominence. The time for the arts has begun. 

The Forbes Center for the Performing Arts is a proud testament to 
the men and women whose stories are told herein. Their passion and 
commitment contributes not only to the education of JMU students 
— performers and patrons alike — but also raises the cultural con-
sciousness of the entire region. We are deeply grateful for their gener-
osity and cultivation of the performing arts at Madison.
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While there are no memorials in the nation’s capital to 
pay homage to our fourth president, two statues of James 
Madison are fixtures on the campus of his namesake 
university. Bruce and Lois Cardarella (’64) Forbes gave 
these statues of Madison to the university. The larger was 
erected on the east side of campus during the university’s 
centennial celebration. The first stands just steps away 
from Wilson Hall — where as a student in 1963 Lois first 
learned that another U.S. president, John F. Kennedy, 
had been assassinated. Being a Madison student in the 
1960s was a vivid, tumultuous, invigorating experience 
that could never be forgotten.

The Forbeses’ impact is seen and felt all over campus 
through Lois’ service on the Board of Visitors and other 
organizations as well as the couple’s gifts to the Plecker 
Athletic Performance Center, men’s and women’s golf, the 
College of Business and the Forbes Family Scholarship. 
In one more magnanimous gesture, the Forbes made 
the single largest gift in JMU’s history to take the Forbes 
Center for the Performing Arts from promise to reality. 

Mr. Bruce and Mrs. 
Lois J. Cardarella (’64) 
Forbes 
Forbes Center for the 
Performing Arts

Hometown: Arlington, Va.
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Changing the world calls for bold moves. The son of 
Richmond trucking magnate W.W. Estes, Charles Edwin 
“Ed” Estes left his father’s business when he was refused a 
$10-a-month raise. “My father said I wasn’t worth it, so I 
went outside to get a Coke and cool down,” Estes says. “I 
saw a truck going by, flagged him down and bought it. I had 
my own trucking business with one truck and no drivers.” 
Ed parlayed that bold start into one of the leading trucking 
companies on the East Coast, Great Coastal Express. He 
started the company the year after marrying his high school 
sweetheart, Dorothy Thomasson (’45) Estes. The couple was 
married almost half a century until her death in 1996. As 
a tribute to Dorothy’s memory, Ed and second wife Susan 
Estes made a gift to help build the Dorothy Thomasson (’45) 
Estes Center for Theatre and Dance. Their gift means theater 
students will no longer have to build their sets in one location, 
haul them across campus for performances on stages built for 
other purposes or squeeze into closets to put on their makeup.  

Ed and Dorothy’s daughter, Martha Estes (’83) Grover, 
said her mother “would have been embarrassed by the 
attention, but she would have tears in her eyes that dad 
recognized her in such a way at JMU.”

Mr. Charles Edwin and 
Mrs. Susan E. Estes
in memory of Dorothy 
Thomasson (’45) Estes

Dorothy Thomasson (’45) 
Estes Center for Theatre and 
Dance 

Hometown: Richmond, Va.

The late Dorothy Thomasson (’45) Estes Martha Estes (’83) Grover, Edwin Estes, 
Susan Estes and John “Chubby” Grover (’81)
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The Madison Experience has been credited with creating 
change in a number of different ways — Dick Roberts 
credits the experience for a single, life-changing mo-
ment that brought a lifetime of happiness. In June 1954, 
as Roberts, a young midshipman from the U.S. Naval 
Academy, strolled down the Virginia Beach boardwalk, he 
spied the most beautiful woman he’d ever seen, intro-
duced himself — and the rest, as they say, is history. If 
Shirley Hanson (’56) had not been attending Madison 
College, Dick believes the two would never have met. 

During their life together, the couple has shared such 
passions as antiques, travel and active community 
service. Dick’s commitment to Shirley and her interests 
has made JMU a beneficiary of their philanthropy. One 
of the top gifts in JMU history was the naming of the 
Shirley Hanson Roberts Center for Music Performance, 
part of the Forbes Center at JMU. The Roberts see their 
gift as a special way to enhance the Madison Experience, 
not only for JMU students, but also for the community, 
which will benefit from the cultural initiative. 

Mr. Richard D. and Mrs. 
Shirley Hanson (’56)  
Roberts

Shirley Hanson Roberts 
Center for Music 
Performance

Hometown: Virginia Beach, 
Va.
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In 1911, 20 women became the first-ever graduates 
of the Normal and Industrial School for Women at 
Harrisonburg. That same year, those 20 women founded 
the Alumnae Association. Since then the university 
has undergone many transformations. Fashion has run 
the gamut from long skirts and fancy hats to jeans and 
flip-flops. Dozens of traditions flourished, then quietly 
disappeared to be replaced with others. Men became a 
common sight on campus, prompting a name change in 
1953 from Alumnae Association to Alumni Association. 
Even the school evolved from the Normal and Industrial 
School for Women to Madison College and finally to 
James Madison University. 

When alumni return to campus and walk through the 
grand Alumni Courtyard at the entrance of the Forbes 
Center, it honors the Madison Experience of all the 
graduates in the university’s long history. From the 
original 20 members to more than 103,000 members 
today, the Alumni Association is proud to help Dukes 
stay connected to the university through the high-quality, 
student-oriented events showcased at the Forbes Center.

JMU Alumni Association  
Arts Courtyard
 
Hometown: Harrisonburg, Va.

The JMU Alumni Association 
connects alumni to extend the 
JMU experience. It creates an 
environment that engages, en-
riches and celebrates our uni-
versity and alumni — building 
lifelong relationships. 



6

Each year the JMU Kinesiology Department awards a 
scholarship to a graduate student who exemplifies an 
enthusiasm for life and the pursuit of learning — virtues 
that Dr. Marilyn Crawford instilled in her students during 
her 23 years as head of Physical Education and Health Sci-
ences. Marilyn, who died in 1989, so believed in education 
that she would give students money for expenses without 
expectation of repayment. Marilyn’s sister and brother-in-
law, Charlotte and C.W. “Cad” Arrendell, established the 
Marilyn Crawford Kinesiology Graduate Scholarship in 
1998 as a fitting tribute to Marilyn’s generosity.

Marilyn’s legacy is irrevocably tied to the university she 
loved. She helped design Godwin Hall, and a fitness center 
in the building bears her name. In the 1970s Marilyn 
helped select Madison’s first football coach, launching a 
program that won a 2004 national championship. And 
now Mr. and Mrs. Arrendell have again given generously 
in Marilyn’s honor. Their support of the Forbes Center 
provides opportunities for Madison students from athletics 
to the arts to uphold the example set by Marilyn, blazing a 
trail of positive change that will never be forgotten.

Dr. C. W. and Mrs. 
Charlotte Crawford 
Arrendell

Marilyn Crawford Memorial 
Dance Coordinator’s Office

Hometown: Black Mountain, 
N.C.

The late Marilyn Crawford, retired professor
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As an undergraduate music education major and French 
horn player, Jacqueline Ritchie (’74, ’77M) Bourque 
logged many, many hours in the practice rooms of Duke 
Hall. Life as a student musician is extremely demanding. 
It requires nights alone in practice rooms and days spent 
studying other subjects in the liberal arts curriculum. 
Nonetheless Jacqueline considers her years at Madison to 
be some of the best of her life. 

As her gift to Madison students and in memory of her 
parents, the late Harry and Virginia Ritchie, Jacqueline 
named a practice room in the Forbes Center for the 
Performing Arts. Acoustically balanced, located in the 
awe-inspiring performing arts center, the Ritchie Practice 
Room is the perfect home-away-from-dorm for future 
musicians to hone their art. “If my parents were here to 
see this practice room with their names on the plaque, 
they would be so honored. Funding this practice room 
was an ideal way to demonstrate my appreciation and 
love for my parents and alma mater.”

Mr. Robert M. and  
Dr. Jacqueline R. (’74, 
‘77M) Bourque 
Ritchie Practice Room
 
Hometown: Mechanicsville, Va.
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Young Chester Bradfield (’61) had it all: he played center 
for the Madison basketball team, was on his way to a 
degree in business administration, and he owned his own 
car — a 1958 Chevy that he used to court Nancy Burkett 
(’62), an Alpha Sigma Tau sorority sister and education 
major. Soon enough Miss Nancy Burkett became Mrs. 
Bradfield, and she and Chester had three children, Jeff, 
Cindy and Kevin. Chester was president of Good Printers 
Inc. of Bridgewater, Va., before his retirement, and Nancy, 
a former business teacher, now owns and operates CN 
Enterprises Internet distribution company. These entrepre-
neurs are also active in their communities. Chester received 
JMU’s Inez Graybeal (’35) Roop Distinguished Alumni 
Service Award in 1973, and he and Nancy are charter 
members of the Madison Founders Society, which rec-
ognizes those who have remembered JMU in their estate 
plans. Nancy has been active with 4-H, Girl Scouts and 
Sunday school at her church. She currently teaches a Bible 
study and is a volunteer at the Daniel Harrison House, 
the oldest house in Rockingham County and home to the 
first settler of Dayton, Va.. Their gift to the Forbes Center 
names the Bradfield Practice Room. 

Mr. Chester L. (’61) and 
Mrs. Nancy Burkett (’62) 
Bradfield

Bradfield Practice Room

Hometown: Bridgewater, Va.
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For Jo Ann (’78) and Joe (’77) Converse, James Madison 
University is more than an alma mater; it’s family. Jo 
Ann graduated summa cum laude in 1978, the same year 
that the school’s name changed from Madison College to 
James Madison University. Joe graduated a year earlier, 
making him part of the last graduating class of Madison 
College. Both Dukes were active outside the classroom, 
involved in Greek life and as resident advisers. 

It was with great pride in 2000 that they watched daugh-
ter Jennifer (’04) enter the JMU fold as a freshman music 
education major. These Dukes for life joined the JMU 
Parents Council that same year, eventually becoming the 
first-ever alumni/parents to chair the council. “We’ve had 
the good fortune to experience JMU as students, alumni 
and parents and we’ve come to realize what a treasure 
JMU has become to our family,” says Joe. The couple’s 
gift to name a choral balcony in the Forbes Center 
honors two generations of Madison spirit and pride.

Dr. Joseph O. (’77) and 
Mrs. Jo Ann Michael 
(’78) Converse 
Converse Choral Balcony in 
Honor of Jennifer Converse 
(’04) Burke 

Hometown: Williamsburg, Va.
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The DuVal connection to the arts and James Madison 
University goes back to their undergraduate days, when 
Cindy Wermers (’81) DuVal was a music major. Barry 
(’81) enjoys telling the story that he spent many hours 
in piano practice rooms because if he ever wanted to see 
Cindy that was where she could be found. Their gift to 
the Forbes Center names the theater lecture hall, which 
they affectionately refer to as “DuVal Hall.” 

The DuVals’ love for their alma mater has extended 
to their children. The oldest, Rachel, graduated from 
Madison in 2006 and youngest, Catherine, is currently 
enrolled. Their son, Daniel, is a graduate of the 
University of Virginia and is engaged to marry a JMU 
alumna. Barry has served as the Mayor of Newport 
News and the secretary of commerce and trade for the 
Commonwealth of Virginia. He currently serves as 
the President and CEO of the Virginia Chamber of 
Commerce. Cindy is a CPA.

Mr. Barry E. (’81) and 
Mrs. Cynthia Wermers 
(’81) DuVal  
DuVal Lecture Hall
 
Hometown: Williamsburg, Va.
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Sometimes change comes from innocuous beginnings. 
Football fans Kent and Karen Folsom began taking their 
children to JMU games around 2002 to spend quality 
family time. Sometime during these games, under the 
roar of the crowds, the heart racing thrill of a national 
championship and the soaring cadences of the Marching 
Royal Dukes, their daughter, Kate Folsom (’11), fell 
in love with the university. She was accepted into the 
School of Dance in 2007, and quality family time at 
JMU soon included attending Kate’s performances. Their 
hearts swelled with pride the first time they watched 
their daughter dance at a rehearsal performance. “When 
we watched her perform that day, we knew that she was 
going to be a successful dancer and artist. We could tell 
that the School of Dance was the perfect place to launch 
her career and allow her to achieve her full potential.” 

The Folsoms’ gift to JMU names a dressing room in 
Forbes Center.

Dr. Kent R., Mrs. Karen 
and Kate Folsom (’11)

Folsom Dance Performance 
Dressing Room

Hometown: Harrisonburg,Va.
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All four children of John and Jeri Gallagher — John 
(’88), Diane (’87), Helene “Nina” (’86) and Kevin (’84) 
— attended James Madison University. All were talented 
in a multitude of ways, but Nina in particular exemplified 
the Madison Experience. She was extensively involved 
in scholarly and creative pursuits, with a double major 
in communications and theater and minor in philoso-
phy and religion. She appeared in several JMU theatre 
productions including The Ice Man Cometh, Remus Tales 
and Hedda Gabler. In the fall of 1983 Nina traveled to 
Europe to attend the JMU Semester in London, earn-
ing a scholarship for her outstanding essay about her 
experiences. Tragically, Nina passed away suddenly from 
a cerebral hemorrhage at the age of 21. Her degree was 
bestowed posthumously. Nina’s contributions to James 
Madison University live on in her family and friends, 
who support an endowed scholarship awarding $500 
each fall to a student enrolled in the Semester in London 
program. John and Jeri’s gift to name the Nina Gallagher 
Drama Classroom in the Forbes Center is another loving 
tribute to their daughter, whose bright light will reflect 
forevermore in the lives of JMU theater students.

Mr. John and Mrs. Jeri 
Gallagher (’84P, ’86P, 
’87P, ’88P)

in memory of Helene Cecile 
“Nina” Gallagher (’86) 

Nina Gallagher Drama 
Classroom

Hometown: Franklin, Tenn.

John, Jeri (’84P, ’86P, ’87P, ’88P) and Kevin Gallagher (’84)The late Nina Gallagher (’86)
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Beverly Yancey (’68) Harris received her bachelor’s degree 
in education from Madison and was a school teacher for 
many years. Modest and humble, Beverly and her hus-
band, Leon Harris, are members of the Madison Found-
ers Society, which recognizes those who have included 
James Madison University in their estate plans. Leon 
is president of Keltech, Inc., an electronic outsourcing 
company in Roanoke, Va.. Their gift to the Forbes Center 
for the Performing Arts names the Harris Studio Theatre 
Lobby. 

Mr. Leon P. and Mrs. 
Beverly Yancey (’68) 
Harris

Harris Studio Theatre 
Lobby

Hometown: Roanoke, Va.
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As the debate rages nationwide regarding affordable 
healthcare and promoting healthy lifestyles, Dr. Charles 
Henderson has been quietly spending his retirement 
making a difference now. Embracing the values of 
compassion, respect and service, Charles volunteers on 
the board of directors for the Harrisonburg-Rockingham 
Free Clinic and the board of trustees for the U.Va. Health 
Foundation. His experience and business acumen serve 
these organizations in their respective missions to fill the 
gap in non-emergency health services for Harrisonburg’s 
uninsured and to ensure the success of U.Va.’s patient 
care, education, and research programs. Charles and his 
wife, Mary Henderson, have spread a net of support that 
reaches far and wide in their community, helping not 
only to protect the health of its most vulnerable resi-
dents, but also to preserve its cultural heart. Charles and 
Mary Henderson have made a generous gift to name the 
Henderson Design Classroom in the Forbes Center. Their 
support of the performing arts center, the Arts Council of 
the Valley in Harrisonburg, JMU’s School of Theatre and 
Dance and many other worthy organizations have helped 
to steward an entire community’s passion for arts.

Dr. Charles H. and Mrs. 
Mary Henderson

Henderson Design 
Classroom

Hometown: Harrisonburg, Va.

Dr. Charles and Mary Henderson (left) with JMU president Linwood Rose (far right) at a President’s Council event
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The Madison campus of Claudia Chapman (’65) Hot-
tenstein’s memory is much smaller and stricter. “Can 
you imagine not walking on the grass, having curfews 
on the weekend or having to wear a raincoat over your 
shorts? Many of these no-nos sound ridiculous today 
but were in keeping with the times.”

And Madison has continued to keep with the times. 
Claudia is proud that her little Madison College is now 
the prestigious James Madison University, with out-
standing professors, caring students and a reputation for 
academic excellence. Her love of music and desire to see 
JMU grow inspired her and her husband David’s gift to 
the Forbes Center for the Performing Arts. 

“This will allow me to be a part of the past, present and 
future of JMU.”

Mr. David and Mrs. 
Claudia Chapman (’65) 
Hottenstein 
Claudia and David 
Hottenstein Practice Room

Hometown: Annandale, Va.
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Change is not always easy. Gladys Kemp (’49) Lisanby 
and her family know that all too well. When Hurricane 
Katrina devastated her family’s 100-year-old Pascagoula, 
Miss., home, she and other women artists in the region 
made the bold decision to turn heartache into artistry. 
The resulting book, Katrina: Mississippi Women Remem-
ber, bears witness to one of America’s greatest natural 
disasters and the spirit of the survivors. Gladys has always 
nurtured the belief that art is essential to life. As she 
wrote in the book’s foreword, “There is nothing so strong 
and powerful that it cannot be made better through the 
eye of the artist.” 

In addition to her roles as a Navy wife, mother, com-
munity leader and successful businesswoman, Gladys 
has worked tirelessly to support and encourage women 
in the arts. And while she and her family, like so many 
other Gulf Coast residents, continue the hard work 
of recovery, Gladys is determined to adorn the face of 
change with beauty. 

Rear Admiral James 
W. and Mrs. Gladys E. 
Kemp (’49) Lisanby

Lisanby Library

Hometown: Princeton, Ken.
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You might say Lindsay Scott Johnson (’01) Lowe danced 
her way through college. While a student at JMU, she 
participated in every artistic opportunity she could, 
including teaching dance classes, serving as president of 
Madison Dance, and choreographer for the Department 
of Theatre and Dance. So it should come as no surprise 
that Lindsay is still playing a major role in JMU’s dance 
program as an alumna.  

Lindsay and her husband, Peter, hope that their recent 
gift to the Forbes Center will encourage other young 
alumni to follow their lead and support programs 
that make a difference. The couple is committed 
to philanthropy and is actively supporting several 
worthwhile causes near their home in Richmond Va.  

Grateful for the opportunities given to her as a student, 
now Lindsay has left her mark on Madison, literally — 
by putting her name on the new Lowe Dance Studio.

Mr. Peter and Mrs. 
Lindsey Johnson (’01) 
Lowe

Lowe Dance Studio

Hometown: Richmond, Va.



18

Educator. Entrepreneur. Pioneer. Of all the titles that 
can be used to describe the late Betty Wilkins (’48) 
Lowe, perhaps the most meaningful to her were these: 
wife, mother, Christian. Betty attended Madison in 
the 1940s, serving as a member of Alpha Sigma Alpha 
sorority and the Wesley Foundation student Christian 
organization. She received her degree in elementary 
education in 1948. Six years later the Newport News 
native traded the coast of Virginia for the coast of sunny 
Florida, where she guided future leaders as a teacher at 
Port Salerno Elementary. Raised in an era where women 
were expected to give up their careers after marriage, 
Betty worked alongside her husband, the late David 
Lowe III, to co-found and run David Lowe’s Boatyard. 
The two were regarded as pioneers in the Port Salerno 
business community. James Madison University is 
honored that the Betty Wilkins-Lowe Practice Room in 
the Forbes Center bears the name of this great woman. 
Betty is survived by daughter, Linda Lowe Holter, and 
husband, Ron; son, David H. Lowe IV and wife, Debo-
ra; grandchildren, Ariana Beth Stone and husband, John 
Morris, Kara Elizabeth Lowe and Kylie Jalyn Lowe. 

Mrs. Betty Wilkins (’48) 
Lowe

Betty Wilkins-Lowe Practice 
Room

Hometown: Palm City, Fla.
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Mary Marshall Gilmore (’50) McCormack has a special 
emotional investment in the Forbes Center: she used to 
live there. That is, she spent her junior and senior years 
living in the Alpha Sigma Tau sorority house, Lincoln 
House, located where the performing arts center sits 
now. During Mary’s years at Madison, 25 male students 
formed the first men’s social club, the United States was 
engaged in the Cold War with Soviet Union, and the 
first color newsreel made it to television (Warner Bros.’ 
story on the Tournament of Roses Parade and the Rose 
Bowl). At her 55th class reunion a few years back, Mary 
delighted in reminiscing with sorority sister Dot Rowe 
(’50) and other classmates. Shortly afterward Mary 
made her gift to help provide new memories to the 
James Madison University community. 

Mary looks forward to the AST house’s new incarnation 
as the home of the arts at Madison. For over 25 years 
Mary served as a board member for Children’s Hospital 
and as a volunteer at the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts in 
Richmond, fueling a love for the arts that she hopes will 
be passed along to future generations of JMU students.

Mrs. Mary Marshall 
Gilmore (’50) 
McCormack 
McCormack Faculty Office

Hometown: Richmond, Va.

Mary Gilmore (’50) McCormack and her daughter, Joan McCormack Ferrill  
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Life took Shirley Mowles (’58) McKinley in many direc-
tions after graduating from Madison, and she’s viewed 
every step as an adventure. She has worked in places from 
Texas to Turkey, traveling in five different continents 
and 47 U.S. states. She’s scaled Sydney Harbor Bridge, 
a multi-hour climb to a summit 440 feet above Sydney 
Harbor in Australia. And this grandmother of four is an 
avid golfer, hitting the greens several times per week.

Through it all, however, singing has been a constant 
chord in the soundtrack of Shirley’s life. Her three years 
singing with the glee club are some of her most cherished 
Madison memories, and she has been a steadfast part 
of her church choir no matter where her locale. “When 
I saw the brochure for the performing arts complex, I 
felt in some small way I could give back to Madison by 
funding a piano practice room,” says Shirley. “Music has 
always been a big part of my life.  I look forward to at-
tending many performances at this lovely complex.”

Mr. Robert H. and Mrs. 
Shirley A. Mowles (’58) 
McKinley

Shirley McKinley Practice 
Room

Hometown: Falls Church, Va.
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Graduates of JMU’s dance program enter the world stage 
prepared to create, to advocate healthy lifestyles and to 
share the love of dance in all its forms — thanks in large 
part to Dr. Earlynn Miller, faculty emerita and long-time 
friend of Donald Albright. For 30 years the dance pro-
grams developed under her expert direction, and in 2007 
the National Dance Association named Earlynn its Heri-
tage Honoree. “Earlynn was a mover and shaker of dance 
for all the years she taught at JMU,” says Jody Lunt, pro-
fessor emerita at Winthrop University and NDA Board 
of Directors member. “Earlynn has always been extremely 
creative, feeding her ‘art soul’ with silkscreen work (her 
own designs, of course), fiberarts, paintings and more.”

Earlynn believes in feeding the “art soul” of Madison 
students, too. Her endowed scholarship supports students 
who demonstrate high achievement in both academics 
and dance performance. Her remarkable generosity to 
the university continues with gifts to name the Earlynn J. 
Miller Dance Theatre and Dance Program Suite. Ear-
lynn and Donald have also purchased seats in the Forbes 
Center. Donald also shares a background in the arts.  He 
spent thirty years in the Foreign Service as a cultural af-
fairs officer, serving, among other activities, as director of 
American Cultural Centers in Tokyo and Mexico City.

Dr. Earlynn J. Miller, 
faculty emerita

Earlynn J. Miller Dance Theatre

and the Earlynn J. Miller 
Dance Program Suite

Hometown: Harrisonburg, Va.

Dr. Earlynn Miller, professor emerita and Donald Albright
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You can call it a family tradition. Newport News native 
Mary Sue Nelson (’56) was encouraged to enroll at Madi-
son by her mother, who attended from 1928 to 1929 
before becoming a teacher. Mary Sue graduated in 1956 
with a degree in business education. The Class of 1956 
is especially noted for its friendly, vivacious members, 
and Mary Sue was a leader of the lively cohort. She was 
president of the YWCA, traveled to Florida, Iceland, Ber-
muda, and the Azores as a member of Edna T. Schaeffer’s 
Glee Club, and was a sister in the Sigma Sigma Sigma 
social sorority. All the while, Mary Sue was taking classes 
and participating in discussions that helped formulate her 
deeper life philosophies, gaining lifelong friendships in 
the process. 

Madison left its marks. Mary Sue is still active in the 
American Association of University Women and her 
sorority’s alumnae chapter. She made her gift to the 
performing arts center with the hope that it will broaden 
the educational experience of future JMU students and 
“bring new memories to alumni, citizens of the valley, 
and all who participate in and love the performing arts.”

Mary Sue Nelson (’56)

Nelson Orchestral Library

Hometown: Alexandria, Va.
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Growing up in the Harrisonburg area Tom (’93M) and 
Tassie Pippert viewed James Madison University as a 
friendly neighbor. Tom took several courses while a senior 
at Harrisonburg High School and later received his MBA 
from JMU. In high school Tassie played guitar and led 
services on campus with the folk choir at Blessed Sacra-
ment Catholic Church. And since 2004, Tassie has served 
the university, formerly in the Office of Development and 
now as a full-time professor in Hospitality and Tourism 
Management.

The Pipperts explain their gift to the Forbes Center sim-
ply: “If a neighbor came to get a cup of sugar for cookies 
being baked for the entire neighborhood, and you had 
the sugar, wouldn’t you gladly share? Now the cookies are 
baked and there is enough for everyone. It’s the best cup 
of sugar we ever gave!” Their gift also honors a friend, 
Don Smith (’67M), who received his Master of Music 
Education degree from Madison and was a music educa-
tor for much of his life. “We could think of no better way 
to honor this dear man than to put his name on a room 
where students would be rehearsing day after day and 
year after year.”

Mr. Tom (’93M) and 
Mrs. Tassie Pippert 
Don Robert Smith 
Practice Room

Hometown: Harrisonburg, Va.
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Madison’s everyday heroes build communities through 
acts of kindness, improving the lives of others by giving 
freely of themselves. Kathryn “Kay” Valenti (’44) Porter 
is an everyday hero. As president of the Sayville Village 
Improvement Society and the Sayville Garden Club in 
New York, Kay beautified her town with hanging baskets 
and curbside flower baskets. She raised funds to pur-
chase a bus for Good Samaritan Nursing Home. She’s a 
member of her chamber of commerce board. And most 
recently, Kay helped turn a vacant lot in the town of 
Islip into a park — a park now named after her. Though 
Kay performed all these duties without expectation of 
accolades or even a thank you, her lifetime commit-
ment to service was recognized in 2004 by the Suffolk 
County News and in 2009 by the Islip Town Board. Kay’s 
dedication to those around her continues as she and her 
husband, Donald Porter, made a gift to name the Porter 
Concert Piano. From the bright, glassy notes of jazz to 
the rich, round strains of Beethoven, the sounds of the 
Porter Concert Piano will resonate throughout the Forbes 
Center, providing JMU students a perfect instrument to 
bring their talents to life.

Mr. Donald E. and Mrs. 
Kathryn Valenti (’44) 
Porter

Porter Concert Piano

Hometown: Sayville, N.Y.
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Under the direction of Dr. Argus Tresidder, the ladies of 
the Stratford Dramatic Club presented plays of un-
equalled quality at State Teacher’s College (now James 
Madison University). Acting of course was the fun part, 
but Dr. Tresidder also required the students to learn the 
business of theater and the intricacies of backstage pro-
duction. Sociology major Faye Icard (’37) Huskins was 
one of only 24 full members of the 84-member society, 
meaning not only could she could lash flats together, run 
sound switchboards, design lighting effects, direct, apply 
stage make up, build costumes and act, but she excelled 
at it. Her senior year production of The Silver Cord by 
Sidney Howard was met with wide applause and marked 
a new height in dramatic production values at Madison. 

More than 73 years later, Madison again stands at the 
precipice of an evolution for the arts. Faye’s son, Paul 
Rosengren, and his wife, Sandy, made a gift to the Forbes 
Center that helps usher in this new transformation. It’s 
an ultimate honor to the memory of Faye, full member 
of the Stratford Dramatic Club and pioneer of theater at 
James Madison University.

Mr. Paul and Mrs. 
Sandy Rosengren

in memory of 
Faye Icard (’37) Huskins 

Faye Huskins (’37) 
Memorial Practice Rooms

Hometown: Lynn Haven, Fla.

The late Faye Icard (’37) Huskins

A member of the 1936-37 
Stratford Dramatic Club prepares 

for a production.
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When Judy Shreckhise (’60) Strickler attended Madison 
College, women were required to bid their dates farewell 
at the lamppost in front of Spotswood Hall and walk to 
the door alone. Many evenings between Judy and Vir-
ginia Tech student Chip Strickler ended in this manner. 
He proposed in 1961. Several years later, Chip told then-
JMU president Ronald Carrier that he wanted one of 
those lampposts if the university ever got rid of them. Lo 
and behold, one later showed up and is in Judy’s backyard 
now. “It reminds me of the good times that Chip [who 
died in 1999] and I shared when I was a student here,” 
says Judy.

It was at Madison that Judy gained an appreciation of 
art and music. Her steadfast advocacy of the arts and 
of JMU has benefitted thousands of students over the 
decades. For Judy, it’s about stimulating the creative 
and intellectual curiosity for students of the arts and the 
community members who attend performances. “The 
arts add a quality of life to one’s experiences,” she says. 
“It will be wonderful to have even greater accessibil-
ity for the community to experience these exceptional 
theater and dance productions.”

Mrs. Judith Shreckhise 
(’60) Strickler 

Shreckhise-Strickler 
Interlude 

Hometown: Harrisonburg, Va.
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When Elizabeth Swallow moved to Harrisonburg 20 years 
ago to practice obstetrics and gynecology, she needed 
to live near the hospital at its former location near the 
Quad. “That meant I could just walk over the hill and 
attend performances at JMU,” she notes. Her purchase 
of a 100-year-old piano moved her to call JMU professor 
Eric Ruple and ask for lessons. What happened next was 
perfect harmony. Elizabeth made a gift that elevated the 
School of Music to All-Steinway status, the first Virginia 
school with that designation. Her energy, vision and 
generosity gave birth to the Madison Bluestone Art Case 
Steinway and the JMU Centennial Steinway Series — 
100 Steinways of all shapes and sizes, one for each year of 
JMU’s history, each with a painting by artist Mia LaBerge 
(’92). Sales of the pianos support the Forbes Center and 
scholarships in the School of Music. “People are amazed 
that I didn’t attend JMU but donate to the university. 
It’s important to give back to the community and school 
that give me so much,” she says. “Imagine being good at 
something, being really good at something. That should 
be encouraged. What would life be without beauty and 
music and art and dance?” 

Dr. Elizabeth Swallow

JMU All-Steinway School 
in honor of her parents 
Ira “Bud” Fink, MD and 
Madeleine Fitzgerald Fink

and The Madison Bluestone 
Steinway Art Case Piano

Hometown: Harrisonburg,Va.

Dr. Elizabeth Swallow with artist Mia LaBerge (’92)
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Theresa “Terry” Taylor (’81) Wadsworth and Robert 
Wadsworth have a love story set in the Shenandoah 
Valley. Though they’ve called Massachusetts home for 
nearly 20 years, the peaceful Virginia mountain landscape 
is still firmly planted in their minds.

The couple first met in junior high school in Northern 
Virginia and dated during college. While Terry joined 
her older sister at Madison, Rob was just across the Blue 
Ridge at the University of Virginia. Here, they fell in 
love — both with each other and the rolling hills of the 
Shenandoah. Terry was a gymnast, active in Tri Sigma, 
and graduated with a B.S. in physical education. Then, 
Rob’s graduate studies took the young couple to Harvard, 
where they made their home together and began raising 
four children: Katie, Andrew, Meredith, and Michael.

And now, Terry and Rob’s names will forever be etched 
within the Shenandoah Valley in the new Wadsworth 
Breezeway, named in honor of their recent gift to the 
Forbes Center. 

Mr. Robert M. and Mrs. 
Theresa Taylor (’81) 
Wadsworth

Wadsworth Breezeway

Hometown: Wellesley, Mass.
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